80TH ANNIVERSARY GATHERING
OF
SPARTAN EXECUTIVES

by Jim Savage



Eight Spartan Executives

During the last week of July 2016, history was made when eight Spartan Executives
assembled for an 80th An#iversary Gath&ring that was held in conjurfdtion with AirVentire &
2016: These eight survivors represent nearly one quartej of the 34 Spartan Executives built
from 1936 through 1940t Prior to this gathering, the largest known numbkr of Spartan

Executives ever assembled was six.
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Bacléground

TFhe production run of634 Spartan
Executives Began in 1936 and
continued through 1940. Kew
opportunities have existed to have a
large gathering of4Spartans and
prior to this event}* the largest
hown numker ever to I&e
assemBled in one place was six.’
2016 Wwas the eightieth anniversary
oPathis magnificent aircraf®and to
marl$ the occasion? eight made their
way to Oshkosh* Wisconsin to
attend EAAL AirVénture 2016.

TFhis Boold captures some ofihe
rmany thousands oPmictures that
were tal&n during this once in a
lifeime +display,.'



Historical Perspective

Fhe prototype oftthe Spartan Executive Wwas designed I&,James Kord in 1935. While
it was intended to B a radical departure ffom+the tul®e and fabr& airplanes ofahe
day; the results leftoquite a I&it to Be desired.! MAftér consideraBle refinementt the
Spartan Executive emerged in its final farm+and production Began in 1936. What
Began lifemas an "bigly,duckling"5was turned into a timeless art deco masterpiece.



NC 13993

Fhis is the oldest surviving Spartan Executive. 16 is serial num&er 2 and is currently,
on display, at the EA® Museum in Oshkosht Wisconsin.









Fhis airplane is unidque with "Stick"$5
controls instead ofdhe normal
control yolées seen on other

Spartan Executives.! TFhis was a
conversion performed in 1952

using the "Field Approval5process.



NC 17601

Fhis is the oldest f8jng Spartan Executive. 16 is serial num&er 6 and is
currently, Based in Winthrop® Washington.
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NC 20200

Serial num&er 11 Wwears the unidue trim+design originally ,seen on Arlene Bavis'1l
"DPeamtShip'5that participated in the Bendix Frophy Race in 1939. Fhis Spartan is
Based in Livermore,*Califéénia.
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NC 17613

Serial num&er 12 is one oftthe Spartan Executives used l&, the WS military during
World War |6 6 Bhis one is currently, lBased in Lexington* Kentucld,'
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NC 13PH

Serial num&er 13 is currently, I8&ased at the Friple Free Merodrome in Woodruff,
South Carolina.' Bhis Spartan was the Bron2e Age Champion at AirVanture 2016.
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NC 17616

Serial num&er 15 was used during the War Bond campaign during the Second

World War and was f8own &, Howard Hughes.
Executive is located in Nye* Montanad.
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Fhe home airport oftthis Spartan
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Fhis instrument panel retains many oPahe original design f#atures.



Spartan Executives Wwere luilt as a five place airplane and the fifitn seat was
a fld out j@np seat in the middle oPiahe rear seat. Fhis Spartan has one
oPahe f#w)remaining original fifilh seats.
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NC 17634

Serial num&er 17 represents the midpoint in the Spartan production run ofa34
airplanes.' Bhis was one oftthree Spartans to serve with the RAK during World

War 16d6 is currently, Based in Butler, *Pennsylvania.
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N@ 17662

Serial numbkr 28 Was owned and operated by!Spartan Aircraft and the Spartan School of
Aeronautics from the time it was built uhtil the late 1960s. It B currently based ih Santa Fe, 4
New Mexico.'
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Fhe Participants

TFhis event would never have occurred Wwithout the support and participation ofahe
owners ofahe eight Spartans that were on display, at Oshkosh. TFhanlé you fir KBeing
part oPathis historic gathering:









